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FIRST  FAUSTS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 


By  Harry  E.  Faust,  Retired, 

Formerly  Proof  Reader,  Government  Printing  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


7092g?77 


Copyright  1930. 


FAUST  is  a  name  that  can  be  traced  back  through  the  misty  centuries  to  the 
days  of  Sulla,  Dictator  at  Rome  in  the  year  82  B.  C.  In  the  year  SS  B.  C. 
he  became  the  father  of  twins.  One  was  named  Faustus  and  the  other  Fausta, 
the  Latin  forms  of  the  name  Faust  denoting  male  and  female. 

[The  custom  of  giving  children  a  different  name  from  that  of  the  father  v.  a 
not  uncommon  in  ancient  times.  Alexander  the  Great  was  a  son  of  Philip. 
Socrates  was  a  son  of  Sophroniscus.  Solon’s  father  was  Euphorion.  Brutus 
was  a  son  of  M.  Junius,  and  was  called  Brutus  on  account  of  his  stupidity.] 

Faustus,  the  son  of  Sulla,  married  the  daughter  of  Pompey  the  Great,  the 
handsomest  man  in  all  Italy,  and  from  that  famous  union,  uniting  two  of  the 
most  distinguished  families  in  ancient  Rome,  all  the  Fausts  and  Fousts  of  the 
present  day  have  descended. 

[The  author  desires  to  thank  Mr.  John  Murray,  of  London, 
England,  publisher  of  Sir  William  Smith’s  Classical  Dictionary,  a 
high  authority,  for  permission  to  print  the  above  statements,  taken 
from  that  publication.] 

[Fop  an  extended  account  of  Faustus,  his  marriage,  children,  military  ex- 
nioits,  etc.,  see  Sir  William  Smith’s  Classical  Dictionary,  23d  London  edition 
‘3920,  Volume  II.  page  943.  See  also  ‘'Sulla”  or  “Sulla”  and  “Pompey/'  in 
Phil  arch’s  Lives.] 

Faustus  was  a  poet  at  Rome,  prominent  in  the  first  century. 

Faustus,  a  grandson  of  Pompey  the  Great,  was  a  Consul  at  Rome.  A.  D. 

f°,  and  there  were  other  Consuls  in  later  years  and  several  martyrs  by  the 

■  ••  * 

dime  of  Faustus  at  different  places  near  Rome  in  the  early  centuries  of 
Christianity. 

Fausta  was  the  name  of  the  wife  of  Constantine  the  Great,  the  first  Roman 
•  mperor  who  professed  and  established  the  Christian  religion  (A.  D.  313)  among 
”’•>  one  hundred  million  pagan  subjects,  who  spoke  many  languages  in  the  120 
provinces  of  the  emu  ire,  which  was,  according  to  Gibbon,  the  eminent  historian, 
more  than  3,000  miles  long  and  2,000  miles  wide. 

Other  Roman  empresses,  famous  for  their  beauty  and  intelligence,  wore 
u  ions  of  the  Faust  family  tree  and  rulers  of  the  social  realm  in  the  second 
century,  the  most  flourishing  period  of  the  empire. 

Several  centuries  later  Bishop  Faustus  at  Carthage,  whose  eloquence  is 
embalmed  in  the  Confessions  of  St.  Augustine  and  also  briefly  in  Drcpor’s  I:.- 
■tiffictual  Development  of  Europe,  page  229,  and  Faustus  of  Riez,  Bishop  o:‘ 
'/•Igium,  but  a  native  of  France,  attracted  general  attention  while  expounding 
their  religious  views  in  the  fifth  century. 

,  h  roni  all  of  the  foregoing  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  name  Faust  i>  of 
1  origin,  and  hence  carries  with  it  the  pronunciation  of  the  language  from 
.»• '-ch  it  c«»mes,  which  is  F-au-s-t  (see  Century  Dictionary),  as  the  sound  'V* 
/u  ,n  both  Latin  and  English  is  the  seme  as  in  the  word  “caught”  or  as  the 
-hurt  “o”  in  the  word  “on.” 

Aver  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  West  (A.  D.  47f»),  at  some  un 
f  i  ii.it.  tl  f*  Fausts  crossed  the  northern  border  of  Switzerland,  a  forme! 
province,  into  Germany,  and  from  there  they  came  to  America. 

I  good  ship  “Elizabeth,”  the  Christian  name  of  many  Fausts  since  then, 
‘ttl  at  Philadelphia  on  August  27,  1733,  with  seventeen  Fausts  among  il- 

•wengers.  Others  came  later.  (See  Perm.svlw.nia  Archives,  Series  2,  Vot-- 

'‘me  17.) 
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FIRST  FAUSTS  IN  PE  N  N  S  Y  h  V  A  X  l  A 


They  came,  according  to  family  tradition,  from  Swabia,  a  large  part  of  the 
very  extensive  and  densely-populated  province  of  Wurttemberg,  a  garden  spot 
in  southern  Germany.  {See  “Swabia,”  in  Hallam’s  Middle  Ages  of  Europe.] 

[Copies  of  official  German  records  translated,  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Oliver  C.  Faust,  in  business  at  Nos.  27-29  Gainsborough  Street,  Boston,  Mass., 
show  that  the  Fausts  a  hundred  years  before  coming  to  America  were  still 
patricians,  were  largely  business  and  professional  men,  and  seme  were  mayors 
of  the  cities  in  Germany  in  which  they  lived.] 

Peter  Faust  located  in  Frederick  Township,  Montgomery  County.  Henry, 
a  grandson,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  (See  Pa.  Archives. 
Series  2,  Vol.  13,  p.  757.)  Abraham  Faust  located  in  Lower  Milford  Township, 
Lehigh  County;  George  Faust,  Manheim  Township,  Lancaster  County;  John 
Peter  Faust,  Brunswick  Township,  Schuylkill  County,  and  Philip  Faust,  Bern 
Township,  Berks  County. 

[Gutenberg  and  Faust  gave  to  the  world  the  invention  of  printing.  It  was 
a  priceless  gift,  made  them  benefactors  of  mankind,  and  placed  their  names 
among  the  immortals. 

A  few  years  before  1450,  while  walking  through  a  forest  in  Germany  and 
amusing  himself  by  carving  his  name  on  the  bark  of  trees,  Johann  Gutenberg 
conceived  the  idea  of  printing  by  means  of  movable  type.  The  secret  was  im¬ 
parted  to  John  Faust,  a  wealthy  merchant,  who  entered  into  a  partnership  with 
Guteijbcif.  fuiMM; cJ  the  money  to  develop  the  idea  and  it 

and  thus  the  name  Faust  became  so  inseparably  connected  with  the  invention 
of  printing,  the  greatest  of  all  inventions,  that  printers  have  ever  since  been 
known  as  disciples  of  Gutenberg  and  Faust. 

Whether  the  first  Fausts  in  Pennsylvania  were  or  were  not  descendants  of 
the  John  Faust  who  was  Gutenberg’s  partner  is  a  matter  that  will  be  left  with 
the  reader  io  decide  for  himself  af  his  leisure,  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  for  s  mi? 
unknown  reason,  and,  seemingly  as  if  to  revere  the  memory  of  some  distin¬ 
guished  ancestor.  John  was  the  name  given  the  first  son  of  all  che  early  Fausts 
in  Pennsylvania.] 

In  1767  the  first  official  tax  records  of  Berks  County  locate  the  Fausts  as 
follows:  Jacob,  Adam  and  Henry.  Greenwich  Township;  Peter,  Anthony,  and 
Michael,  Heidelberg  Township;  Philip  and  John,  Bern  Township,  and  Sebastian, 
Albany  Township.  (See  Pa.  Archives,  Series  3,  Vol.  18.) 

It  will  be  observed  that  some  of  the  above  names  look  decidedly  Biblical, 
but  Philip,  Sebastian,  and  Anthony  are  old  Roman  names  beyond  question. 
Philip  was  a  Roman  emperor.  Sebastian  was  a  famous  martyr  at  Rome,  and 
Mark  Antony  was  the  most  popular  Roman  of  his  day. 

The  first  census  in  1790  locates  the  Fausts  in  Pennsylvania  as  follows. 
First  figure  following  name  denotes  father  and  males  over  16  years,  second 
figure  males  under  16,  and  third  figure  all  females: 

Berks  County:  Albany  Township — Sebastian,  1,2,5.  Bern,  from  which 
Upper  Bern,  Center,  Penn,  and  Tilden  have  since  been  taken — John,  2,  1,  2; 
John,  jr.,  1,  1,  1;  Philip,  1,2,3:  Ludwig,  1,1,3  and  J  other  person;  Anthony,  2,2,8; 
Philip,  1,  2,  5.  Greenwich — Adam,  3,  3,  2.  Tulpehocken — John,  2,  3.  4.  Wind¬ 
sor,  from  which  Perry  was  taken — -Julian,  1,  0,  i. 

Brunswick  and  Manheim,  now  in  Schuylkill  County — Peter,  1,  0.  3; 
Jacob,  2,  3,  o. 

Bedford,  now  in  Somerset  County — Adam,  1,  1,  3;  Nicholas,  1,  0,  S. 

Fianklin  County — George.  2.  2.  3;  Philip,  1,  2,  4. 

Lancaster  County — John,  1,  1,  3. 

Montgomery  County — Henry.  1.  2,  4:  Peter.  1,  1,  4;  Nicholas,  1.  0,  2 

Northumberland  County-  Jacob,  sr.,  3,1,6;  Jacob,  jr.,  1,2,2;  Sobn«ti*ui,  1.0  1. 

Northampton  County  — Henry,  2,  2,  2;  Philip,  1,  0.  5. 

York  County:  Shrewsbury — Balthasar,  1,2,4  and  1  slave.  -  i  or!; — John.  1  l,» 
and  2  other  persons. 

[A  few  families  of  Fausts  were  in  North  Carolina  in  1700.] 
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The  Fausts  were  very  religious  people,  and  came  from  long-lived  stock. 
The  men  were  big  six-footers,  were  hard  workers,  money  makers,  and  big  land 
owners,  and  made  frequent  purchases  and  sales  of  land.  Several  in  successive 
generations  in  Berks  County  were  blacksmiths  and  owned  very  large  farms. 
But  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  they  commenced  to  leave 
Berks  County,  and  long  before  the  Civil  War  there  were  Fausts  in  Minnesota, 
Missouri,  New  Orleans,  and  California. 


The  name  in  Pennsylvania  was  at  first  spelled  Foust,  but  now  it  is  very 
generally  spelled  Faust  all  over  the  United  States. 


“John  Faust  arrived  in  Rush  Township  about  1820.'’  The  old  histories  of 
Schuylkill  County  also  state  that  he  was  a  man  of  means  and  influence  and  built 
and  furnished  two  school  houses,  which  he  gave  to  the  township  for  free  use  for 
ten  years  anti  insisted  that  English  as  well  as  Gerrnan.be  taught  in  them. 


A.  B.  Faust  is  professor  of  German  in  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
and  is  also  author  of  The  German  Element  in  the  United  States,  a  work  of  ex¬ 
ceptional  merit  that  has  been  translated  into  the  German  language. 


The  great  Catholic  University  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  sends  annually  two  of 
its  most  brilliant  professors  to  the  Pacific  Coast  to  do  advanced  summer  edc  • 
rational  work  and  incidentally  advertise  that  famous  educational  institution. 
T.  W.  Brcckbank  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  professors  who  made  these  trips 
foi  several  years.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Faust. 


(Lack  of  space  prevents  reierrmg  to  outers.  many  oi  me  Fausts  me 
prominent  business  and  professional  men  in  various  cities  now,  and  some  are 
presidents  of  banks.] 

From  Michael  Faust  at  Reading  in  1775  to  Jacob  Faust  at  Bellefonte  in 
1861 — nearly  a  hundred  years — Fausts  were  early  volunteers  in  all  the  principal 
wars  that  intervened,  and  in  the  more  recent  wars  the  volunteer  records  tell  us 
Put  the  reputation  of  the  family  was  amply  maintained  by  the  past  and  present 
generations. 

Philip  Faust,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  family  in  Pennsylvania,  was  bom 
in  Germany  in  1703,  ard  died  in  1767.  He  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman  i:i 
Bern  Township,  and  was  very  prosperous.  Sebastian  Faust,  of  Albany  Town¬ 
ship,  was  his  youngest  son  and  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier. 

Michael,  a  nephew  of  Philip  Faust,  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary  War  at 
Reading  in  June.  1775,  and  was  in  Captain  George  Nagel’s  Company  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  the  army  headquarters,  near  Boston,  on  July  18.  fifteen  days  after 
Washington  took  command  of  the  army  there,  participated  in  the  disastrous 
buttle  of  Long  Island  on  August  27,  1776,  in  which  over  800  American^  were 
taken  prisoners  and  ail  of  the  company  records  were  lost,  and,  after  rarryine 
a  musket  for  nearly  six  long  years,  was  discharged  from  the  army,  cause  not 
stated,  in  1781.  (See  Pa.  Archives,  Series  2,  Vol.  5,  pages  39  and  673.)  He 
died  in  T791. 


TTbe  names  of  the  members  of  Captain  George  Nagel’s  Company  appear  on 
bronze  tab’et  on  the  front  of  the  court  house  at  Reading  under  the  title  “The 
First  Defenders  of  the  Nation.”] 

Adam,  one  of  the  sons  of  Philip  Faust,  marie  the  supreme  sacrifice  r 
'•alley  Forge  is  the  way  it  come  to  us  by  tradition,  partly  verified  by  officio! 
'ecords.  Anna  Louisa,  his  wife,  was  appointed  administratrix  of  his  estate  or, 
February  23,  1778,  according  to  the  Reading  court-house  records. 

Henry,  another  son  of  Philip  Faust,  enlisted  in  1776  and  served  under  Cap- 
pVT:. -Daniel  De  Turck.  (See  Pa.  Archives,  Series  3,  Vol.  23,  p.  245.  )  His  son 
*  biirp  served  under  Captain  Jacob  Clater.  (See  Pa.  Archives,  Series  5,  Voi.  n, 
!’  ~‘  /:K  Henry,  another  son  of  the  above  Henry,  served  under  C  . ; r>tnin  Seba>- 
Jj  •  dider.  (See  Pa.  Archives,  Series  5,  Vol.  23,  p.  211.)  J  hi  ,  d<  t  s<  n 
n<\  best  Henry  and  another  grandson  of  Philip  F:  list,  enlisted  in  1778,  wa< 
•frtfUsiv  wounded  in  1786,  and  finally  discharged  from  the  army  on  account  of 
•os  injuries  in  1781.  (See  Pa.  Archives,  Series  2,  Vol.  13,  p.  68A 
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FIRST  FAUSTS  IN  PEN  NSYI,  VAN'I  A 


Other  sons  and  grandsons  of  Philip  Faust  are  credited  with  Revolutionary 
War  service,  but  the  records  are  very  incomplete,  as  many  of  the  muster  rolls, 
the  only  record  ever  in  existence,  with  the  names  of  thousands  of  soldiers,  were 
lost  forever  when  the  British  burned  the  Capitol  and  Congressional  Library  at 
Washington  in  1814. 

Jacob  Faust,  a  son  of  the  first  Philip  Faust,  was  a  farmer  and  business  man 
in  Greenwich  Township  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  an  ensign  under 
Colonel  John  White.  (See  Pa.  Archives,  Series  5,  Vol.  8,  p.  68.) 

Philip  Faust,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  preceding  Jacob,  lost  his  life  in  the 
rounding  up  of  Cornwallis  at  York  town,  Va.,  is  the  family  tradition  that  has 
been  handed  down,  and  Jacob,  Philip,  and  Henry,  three  of  his  children,  were 
reared  by  their  uncle  Jacob,  a  lumber  jobber  at  Catawissa,  Pa.,  when  he  died 
there  in  1794. 

Philip  Faust,  a  son  of  the  last-named  Philip  Faust,  was  a  farmer  and 
lumberman,  and  died  in  Union  County  in  very  comfortable  circumstances  on 
June  25,  1839,  aged  66.  His  wife  (Magdalena)  died  in  1854,  aged  80.  Both 
are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mifiiinburg,  near  the  South  Fifth  Street  entrance. 

Anna  Maria,  Magdalena,  Catherine,  and  Esther  are  the  names  of  his  four 
daughters.  He  had  seven  sons:  Samuel  was  a  business  man  in  Pott svi lie,  and 
died  there  in  1865.  Abraham,  John,  Michael,  and  Philip  went  West,  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Akron,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Daniel  Kauffman,  Polly,  Mrs.  Sebas¬ 
tian  Witmer,  and  other  relatives,  descendants  of  Henry,  resided.  Jacob  and 
George,  the  well-known  hotel  man,  lived  in  Center  County,  and  are  buried  at 
iTOH/fcO  ti  JLJcilitv,  linin'  llefonte. 

Jacob  Faust,  oldest  son  of  the  last-named  Philip  Faust,  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  over  six  feet  in  height,  and  a  man  absolutely  without  fear.  Fifty  years 
and  more  have  passed  away  since  he  closed  his  eyes  on  earthly  scenes  forever, 
yet  he  is  still  remembered  for  his  industry,  his  generosity,  and  his  activity  in 
educational  affairs. 

He  was  born  on  January  25,  1794,  and  died  near  Potter’s  Bank,  on  Septem  ¬ 
ber  26,  1874,  aged  80.  He  was  married  in  1819  to  Mary  Troy,  a  daughter  of 
John  C.  Troy.  John  Troy,  her  grandfather,  was  a  seafaring  man,  was  master 
of  the  vessel  “Snow  Hibernia”  (see  Pa.  Archives,  Series,  5,  Vol.  1,  p.  387),  but 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  in  the  York  County  Militia.  (See  Pa. 
Archives,  Series  5,  Vol.  4,  p.  480.)  She  died  in  1853,  aged  55,  and  is  buried  on 
the  left  side  of  older  part  of  the  large  cemetery  at  Gillintown,  near  Snow  Shoe, 
Center  County. 

On  President  Lincoln's  first  call  for  troops — on  April  20,  1861,  when  67 
vears  old,  Jacob  Faust  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Fifteenth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  according  to  the  bronze  tablet  soldiers’  roll  in  front  of  the  court 
house  at  Bellefonte. 

Michael  Smith,  of  Potter’s  Bank,  was  personally  acquainted  with  Jacob 
Faust,  and  although  long,  long  past  three  score  years  and  ten  is  -till  going 
strong,  and  remembers  well  when  the  soldiers  left  in  ’61,  and  also  remembers 
hearing  old  men  tell  about  Jacob  Faust  doctoring  a  family  who  were  “all  down 
with  smallpox.”  The  family  lived  two  miles  from  where  Jacob  lived,  and  every 
nerson  was  afraid  to  go  near  them,  but  Jacob  went  back  and  forth  every  day 
from  his  own  home,  changed  his  clothes  in  his  barn  on  going  and  returning 
(it  was  in  the  dead  of  winter),  cooked  for  them  and  gave  them  medicine  and 
saved  every  one,  using  only  “home  remedies”  and  common  sense. 

Jacob  Faust  was  educated  in  German  schools,  and,  like  his  father,  Philip 
Faust,  spelled  his  name  Foust,  in  order  to  give  it  the  German  pronunciation, 
but  all  of  his  children  spelled  their  name  Faust.  Folio  ving  are  their  names: 
Jacob,  Daniel,  Roland  Curtin,  Henry  Essick  (descendants  at  Los  Angeles, 
California),  Catherine,  Lucy,  Sarah,  Molly,  Sophia,  and  Salina.  He  has  but  one 
greatgrandson  by  the  name  of  Faust  who  is  living  at  the  present  time,  Roland 
C.  Faust,  in  business  at  Dayton,  Pa.  * 


Harry  E.  Faust. 


Washington.  r>  C.,  June  24,  1930. 
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